
 

 

Online Survey Results 

Local Climate Mitigation 
 

The Onward Oceanside Project Team thanks the nearly 470 community members who participated in this 

survey.  Responses will help to inform the updating of the City’s Climate Action Plan. 

While a significant majority of survey respondents agree that climate change is a human-induced 

phenomenon that should be addressed, other respondents remain either skeptical or uncertain about the 

extent to which human activity is contributing to climate change. 

A high percentage of respondents indicate that they are mindful of their carbon footprint and make a 

conscientious effort to conserve energy and water, choose sustainable products, and minimize their solid 

waste stream.  At the same time, many respondents find that their choices are constrained by high costs, 

limited access, and a lack of reliable information.  Those who rent their homes or live in HOA-governed 

neighborhoods feel particularly constrained in terms of what they can do to reduce their energy and water 

consumption and/or source renewable power. 

Most respondents are highly dependent on the private automobile, and less than 30 percent own an 

alternative fuel vehicle.  Few survey respondents have calculated their carbon footprint. 

Most respondents are open to local energy efficient standards that exceed state standards, as long as 

compliance with these standards is affordable and cost-effective for local households and businesses.  

Although most respondents appear to agree that each of us should contribute to a collective effort to reduce 

GHG emissions, others express a wariness of regulation and assert their right to make choices that they 

believe to be in the best interest of their families and businesses.  

A key takeaway from the survey responses is that more community outreach on climate change and climate 

mitigation strategies would contribute to local emissions reduction. 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Habits/Practices 

Low-Carbon Diet Passive Clothes Drying 
Active Transportation  Reusable Bags and Other Containers 
Recycling Low-Water Landscape 
Telework Off-Peak Electricity Use 
Rainwater Harvesting Bundled Vehicle Trips 
Electric Appliances E-Bikes 
Home Garden Graywater Systems 
Composting Tree Planting 
Avoiding Fast Fashion Energy Efficient Lighting 
Solar PV  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Other Factors 

Environmental Impacts of Battery Production, Disposal Exploitation of Labor in Mining Operations 
Not Effective in Reducing Carbon Footprint Difficult to Avoid Plastic Packaging 
Limitations of Current Electricity Grid Poor Quality 
Concern about “Greenwashing” HOA Constraints on Solar 
  
  

 

 



 

Other Responses 

Telework E-Bike 
Senior Ride Program Motorcycle 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Other Responses 

Environmental Impacts of Battery Production and Disposal Too Small/Not Enough Headroom 
No Need for a New Vehicle Reliance on Chinese Batteries 
Few Off-Road Vehicle Options Lack of Familiarity with ZEV Technology 
Limitations of the Electricity Grid No Towing Capability 
Need for Electric Panel Upgrade Fire Risk 
Safety/Security at Charging Sites Inability to Car Owner to Perform Repairs 
Concerns about Longevity  

 



 

Other Responses 

Solar PV Renters Unable to Make Upgrades 
On-Demand/Tankless Water Heater No Air Conditioning 
Cool Exterior Coating Wearing Layers in Colder Temperatures 
Passive Building Design  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Considerations 

Pursue Grants and Tax Credits to Fund Subsidies Prioritize Upgrades for Lower-Income Households 
Require Bird-Safe Windows City Should Provide Subsidies/Rebates 
Provide Assistance to Renters Require at Point of Sale 
Encourage On-Site Power Storage Only Large Additions Should Trigger This 

Requirement 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other Responses 

Lack of Information Net Metering Standards Are a Disincentive 
Not Enough Solar Access Concern about Longevity 
No Control as a Renter Tradeoff between Solar PV and Tree Canopy 
Concern about How Panel Materials Are Sourced  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Specific Improvements Supported by Incentives 

Low Water Landscaping/Xeriscape Rain Barrels 
High-Efficiency Toilets Artificial Turf 
Drip Irrigation Low-Flow Faucets 
Appliance Rebates  

 

 

 



 

 

Other Practices 

Sharing through Buy Nothing Oceanside Composting 
Avoiding Excess Packaging Bulk Purchasing 

 

 



 

 



 

Other Responses  

Hold Corporations Accountable for Their Emissions Beware of Greenwashing 
Don’t Confuse Tree Plantations with Forests Offsets Should Be Local 
Stop Allowing Low-Density Development  

 

 

 



 


